CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

governors in the provinces. The military
commanders also led a simple service in
their own stations.

It was contact with foreign influence
which first provided the impulse to a sys-
tematic form of worship. Both Christians
and Jews possessed such forms. Their
example was followed and a ritual was
evolved, at first of the very simplest kind.
No detailed organisation, however, was
attempted, until Christian influence led to
the formation of the class which naturally
took an interest in the matter, the profes-
sional theologians. These soon replaced the
military service leaders. This change de-
noted the final stage in the development of
ritual. The object of the theologians was
to subject the various occupations of life to
ritual as well as to religion. The media-
torial or sacramental theories of the priestly
office were unknown to Islam, but ritual
customs of similar character were gradu-
ally evolved, and are especially pro-
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